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Research conducted in the USA [Ascione, 1994),-W85 shown when a waman is a victim of domestic violence her pet may
also be abused. Fears of repen:us;if ons against her pet were cited as a reason for stal,rmg with the abuser. This pilot
study aimed to apply Ascione’s methods in Scotland to investigate whether similar results would be obtained and to

draw attention to this i1ssue.

METHODS
The sample group comprised 33 women seeking refuge at Morth Ayrshire Women's Aid between 10th March 2004 and

10th July 2004. The sample group included pet owners [n=13] and non-pet owners [n=20). Participation in this study was
voluntary.

The women's key worker interviewed women seeking refuge two days after they had sought refuge. The women were
then asked a series af questions that aimed to establish; pet ownership; any abuse of pets; if concern about pet welfare
had affected their decision to leave; the location of pets left behind and if a#Pet Fostering Servicedvas used; if not, did
they know of such schenies.

This was the first visit for 67% of pet owners to a Women's Aid Refuge, 53% of pet owners had ghildren living with them.

RESULTS Stud = Ascione [1996) study

Percentage of pet owners reported that their
partmer had hurt or killed the animal. 57 %

FPercentage of pet owners reported that their
partner had threatenad to hurt ar kill the pet.
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Fercentage of pet owners said that concern for 77 %%
the safety of their pet had prevented them from

lzaving the abusive environment seoner.
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a = Scottish pet owners D =5cottish Non pet owners

Percentage of pet awners whose children
witnessed abuse of their mather. _ e
Percentage of Men pet owners whose children 45 %
witnessed abuse of their mather.

Percentage of women reparted that eithear their own 59 %
children or relative’s children had witnessed the abuse.
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DISCUSSION
These results present an initial investigation of the prevalence of pet abuse in Scotland when wormen are victims of
domestic violence. It is hoped that this pilot study will generate further research into the link between the abuse of
women, children and animals in Scotland and generate multi-disciplinary policies that help to combat this preblem.
Although these pilot study results should be interpreted cautiously, they suggest that the prevalence of abuse towards
animals may be greater in Scotland than in the USA. The authors suggest that further research should be conducted in
order to ascertain if this is the case and to investigate contributpry factors.
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